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FEERMON 


Preached before the 


Houſe of LORDS, 


IN FTF 


| Y Abbey-O urch at V eftminſt rl 


- 


upon Wa DN E'SDAY) January 30. 1733. 


Ying the Day appointed to be k as the 
Day of the Martyrdom of 


WKing CH A R L E $ the Firſt. 


„ 


4 "Ie - ci 
THOMAS, Lord — 
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Printed for J. PxMBERTON, at the Golden Buck) 
againſt St. Dunſtar's Church in Fleetſtreet. 1734. 
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5 i a Kingdom be divided a gainſt 
it Al, - that ee, cannot 


is * | the oh, yet they have not 
L— their Authority merely from 
chence; but for the Truth of 
the Obrvation cone in them, there 
lies an Appeal to common Senſe and Expe- 
rience. Our Saviour, indeed, by uſing this 
Maxim, has approved it; and he cou 7 not 
appeal to the Judgment of all Men in this 
Caſe, without at . . time 7 

his « o. 
8 Ry” 


6 mn preached before the 


As Obſervations of this Kind depend on . 
a great Number of Facts; fo are there in 
the preſent Caſe a great Nu mber to ſu pport 
it. The many Kingdoms and C | 
LES d or ruin d by inte ffine Pins, 
are ſo many Proofs upon Record of the 
Truth of this Aſſertion. And did we of 
this Country want to have this Truth clear- 
ed by ſuch Iriſtances it 'wou'd! be but rea- 
enable to produce the Proofs. But we 
have Examples of out om Growth, and 
ſtand in need of no Aſſiſtancæ from foreign 
Hiſtory. This Hatid has often changed 1 its 
— 9 but the New ones never got 
Poſſeſſion, till the Old ones made way for 
them, by their mutual Hatred and Ain A 
Hties; and the, Nation has, under yery un 
promiſing Circum maintained ell 
againſt foreign Enemies, whenever it was ſo 
happy as to Pa Peace and Tranquillity 
eme, d doe 01 [nc 855 E. oil 
The late unhappy Times of Ch 

F irſt were attended with this, — 0 


Bar, Felicity; That no foreign Nation, was 


1 x 7 


at Leiſure to take Advantage of, our, Divifi- 
ons. Europe was in Arms; and the, great 
$2) 2 WP | Powers 


„ 


Hu 7 Jan. 30 1733. — 


Powers too much in Awe of each other, 
for any one to conceive Hopes of Succeſs; 
had his Ambition inclined him to lay hold 
of the Opportunities, which our Diſtracti- 


ons offered. But tho there was no Enemy 
to ruin us, yet ruined we were. Such is 


the Malignity of inteſtine Diviſion! 
When national Quarrels- grow extreme, 


and. appear in Arms, it is eaſy to foreſee 


the ſad Conſequences; and the coldeſt Ima- 
gination may be able to paint to itſelf the 
Miſeries that muſt follow. And whoever' 


looks back upon the many Years of Diſtreſs, 
under which this Country laboured in the 


late Times; let him view them with im- 
partial, or with partial Eye; will ſee — 


to convince his Judgment, how fatal a thin 
it is, for a Kingdom to be divided 72 
ſe to 


itſelf. It will therefore be of little 5 
enlarge on this Part of the Argument; and 


J the more willingly paſs it over, as it will 
ſave you and me the Pain of viewing vari- 
ous. Scenes of Woe, which that Time, 


fruitful in Miſc 


ery, would preſent before us. 
But there are other Evils, leſs diſcernible, 


* Ns from the lame bitter Root, 


3. 
and 


PPP — —— —— — — — — — 


8 4 Fe ermor ns preached before 4 the 


— — 


and naturally prepare the Way for the great- F. 
er Miche to follow after: They are the 
faſt: Symptoms of publick Confuſion, and 
as they influence greatly the Virtue and Mo- 
rality of a Nation, they are in a more eſpe- 
cial manner the Preachers Care. 
National Diviſions are ſometimes found- 2 
ed in material Differences, ſuch as affect 
the Well-being, and Conſtitution of a Go- 
vernment; and ſometimes owe their Riſe to 
Accidents, and Trifles unworthy of the 
Concern of the Publick. In this reſpect 
therefore every Caſe muſt ſtand on its own. 
Bottom, andi is ſubject to no general Obſer- 
vation. But — Diviſions, how different ſo- 
ever in their Commencement, grow in their 
Progreſs to "<4 10 much alike; partly from 
the common Depravity of Men, who have 
not Virtue enough to act honeſtly in an ho- 
neſt Cauſe; partly from the Canning of de- 
ſigning Men, who ſeldom want the Art to 
direct the publick Diſpute to the Service of 
their private Views; that there are evil Ef- 
teas, which may be generally aſeribed to 
all Diviſions, as the Fruit lch 1 natu- 


* n 2H | 
1 The 


P : ———— — CLI — — 
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70 "The 200 Warmth, which attend 
publick Quarrels, are apt to get Poſſeſſion 
of Men's Minds and Affections ſo far, as to 
render them i in great mtaſure unable to form 


ent of Things and Perſons. 
1 Without a right. Judgment in theſe: re- 
ſpects, tis impoſſible for Men to be of any 
Service to their Country. For a Foundation 
— hens-bb-L00 hang 

| ent f and Perſons. 


high, 0 


Nd Sen for the cooleſt Heads, to form 
right Judgments, that it is hardly poſſible 
for them to get right — in any 
gs. The very Language of the Country 


d by the Zeal of Parties; Honour 


and Honeſty are Words which loſe their na- 


tural Me: and become merely relative 
to the Notions of him who uſes them; and 
when a Perſon. is e e to us under 


+ T7 


theſe . and eng gag | 18 
certainly W but chat the 
n S highly praiſed, and his Orator, are 
bath of a Side. 3 YG - 

With as little Juſtice 228 Terms of "4 . 
— about, * commonly with a 


* — A — v * - Th ® 


Wy 


I © "i Tr ermon preached bore 7 


more liberal, Hand, as/ the HeſStnidats! a 
Anger and Contempt are uſually keener and; 
more active, than thoſe of Labs! and Eſteem. 
Men of Diſcernment on all Sides ſee the 
Folly and Iniquity of this P yet the 


carry on the Work, without gi giving Credit 


to themſelves, for the ſake of the Multitude, 
who, are greatly influenced, and often 
pared for Miſchief by theſe Devices. 
— into the large Liſt of Malignants, De / 
linquents, and Perſons ſuſpected,/or, perhaps 
without Suſpicion; charged as: Papifts;an! 
the late Times, wer ſhall find among them 
Ce of the vxviſeſt and heſt of the Nation; 
Kot could they have had the Inffuencę in 
Wü in which their Worth and Me- 

rit entitled them to, would have ſaved both 
their King and: their Country from Oppreſ- 
fion, - But; theſe: Men were made uſelbſs: 
And.in like Circu altancesthe beſt Men will 


always;;be.:{0;;: for) it muſt ever be their 
Choice rather ta ſink under ſuch Artifices, 
than co thrive by the Uſe! of them; and tlie 
7 Times leave them no other Chi s lo Hod 


Ast is wich Perſons, ſo it is with Thitigs: 
Toſs how abſtinately, an perverielyi Men 
0m „ © approve 


„„ 
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approve or diſapprove almoſt every t 
the, vitiated/Eaſte of Party, one — 


chat Truth and Reaſon had left the World, 
or that. Men were univerſally fallen blind. 
But neither have Truth and Reaſon left the 
World, nor are Men, otherwiſe than wilful- | 
IV blind: *But:whar the Appeal is made, 
as in popular Caſes it is to the Multitude, the 
Leaders find it much eaſier to direct their 
Paſſions, than their Underſtandings- And 
what, Reaſon iv there to expect, that Men 
ſhould-take-the Direction of theit on Eyes, 
chen they refer themſelyes to the Opinion 
| and Approbation of choſe, who han none? 


nde gradually to defray: the very No- 
tions of, Right and Wrong, and to render 
Sand common⸗ one yiot little or no 
if caney in publiek Affairs- The lower 
Fart of thę World ſoon grows to be inſenſi: 
ble of che Pifferenceʒ and by an Habit of 
| pair) Jo of Hovibes they be- 
| apable of making uſe of the true 
ane deſigning Men obſerve, 
sts dend v de ae | 


71:2; One: pregt 

ced inthe Mindsof Men. by the Hand that 
formed them, is the Senſe of Shame when 
we do ill: Of the ſume Kind, and a Twin 


* 1 ge * * 
1 
- 


720 — > 8 51 either to 
their Intereſt or Reputation. And hence 


ds that Hardneſs of Mind, "which no 


Reaſon, no Conviction can ſubdue; 971 11 
How fatal an Influence this muſt tae 


upon the Virtue and Morality of any People, 


will appear by following this Evil a few Steps 
rd into ſome of its natural and obvious 


E 7 21 * et 1 1 


Guard to Vite, and pie 


© 


of the ſame Birth, is the Pleaſure arif 


from the Praife of having done well. When 
Men thiro the tnek Of their own 


Hearts, get rid! bf theſe natural Im reſ] 
Alignte' and abandoned, - Of nde the 
Inſtanbts are but few. But then to make 


theſe natural Paſſions of any Service to vs, 
_ they muſt be kept true to their proper O 
1 Good and Evil; and whenever the 


| upted as to loſe ſight of 
iffe nice; the 37 param: 


Fear 


7 
| 
. 
1 

f 


Fear of Shame will — bs rherk! y . 
leſs, but miſchievous and deſtructive. And 
this muſt be the Caſe, whenever a falſe Stan- 
dard of Reputation is ſet-up. And when a 
Nation or Kingdom is divided, Honour and 
Reputation will be dealt out by a falſe Mea- 

ſure, and fall to their Share, who are beſt 

able, or moſt forward to ſerve and promote 
the Meaſures of the intemperate Zeal, which 

Poſlefies the one or the other Part of the Di- 

viſion. Thus true Honour and Virtue are 

robbed. of, dheir afür Forces; and the 
| Senſe. of Shame and of Praiſe are ſeduced 
into the Service of a Faction; and fo far 
1, as oftentimes'to probe N to 

Alem baſe and diſhonourable. 

3. When Praiſe and — are . 5 
| ſtributed wich ſo little Juſtice, it has another 
N ill Effect in hardenin - Menagathft Re- | 
even when chey deſerve it moſt. Re- 
proach, when it falls indiſcrimir ately'on the 
beſt andi the worſt, loſes its" proper Effect; 
ard bad Men will take Advantage of wle 
Judgment of the World iabuſing 
to deſpiſe all Cenſure, how juſtly ver 
ſed on thernſelves. This will by degf 871 
male Men inſenſible of the'Pleaſtire' of 


Qs 2 i 2 doing 


: morſe into Ry) Miſchiefs 46 hich In 


once Men find t 


tion in the Werld, and to truff cheit Eofes 
and.cheir Fortunes to the Merit of chcip Zenz 


doing! brave, and: genetoils:Aons ſor, the 


Good of. their Country they i will grow 


 fiecded)and obdurate in theit Minds, and 


withia, profligate Contempt of the Opinion 
ofthe World, {cater calmly and ibn Res 


Revenge, o ran. ther mean Paſſion 
hene ib oi browiot flott to olds 
. It is a farthen Aggravation of this E- 


| vil to conſider, tHat this infamous: 


ſeldom fails of. being fuceeſshu ler When the 
Malignity of. inteſtine Dixiſion is far ſpread, 


it becomes a Shelter for all Iniquity.io Party: - 


eurem the, Place of Chailtian Charity, 
and-covers. a My Ititude of Sins, And when 
t cher sf ſo ſhort a: May 

to Credit a 


And, they Will bel tem pted 
through e and a natural — 


Which will be wer ready toilay hold om fuel = 


Enepuragement, to decline the bonourable 
and, laborious Methods of tiſing to 


| which Ho Xs; dom fail them. toBanorgbu] 
25: Credit Reputation, [thehatus: 
tal Rewards gf Virtue; are» penverted: arid) 

| miſapplied! 2 SIE Hin — pf * 


4 OO” 
\ 
— 


8 80 


wy 
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So are; the Rewards which the Publick has 


provided and deſtin d to the Encouragemebt: , 
of true Merit, diyerted i into a wrong Chan- 


nel: The worthieſt are oſten driven into Ob- 


ſcurity, 2 other called into Employ ments 


and Pref erments, in whichiithey can do 


themſelves no Honour, deen Country a 


There is 48 not Mae in Church, Or. States 
of ſo mean a Conſideration, but-thatthe 
Publick has an Intereſt in having it ſupplieti 


— proper, and, in proportion tothe Du- 


the Office, an ahle Man, When this 
is the: Caſe, the War of Gavernment is ar- 
ried on regularly and ſteadily, and the Int 
fluences of it are duly, communicated, and 
felt in query. Fart. As che Blood, which 
moves from the; Heart, cheriſhes and war 
the extreme. Parts of the Body, 46 ng a 
the little Veſfels which ;convey it are in due 


Order: But if theſe ſmall Channels are ob- 


ſtrufted, or loſe their proper Tone, Cold- 
nels. and Numbneſs will enſue, and ſome- 
times greater, Exils, not to be born, a” rw 
be, N77 but hy the Loſs of a Limb. 7 01 
heſe, are the, Steps by which. Divi | 


_—_ the Manners __ 3 of a Na- 


45 tion. 


* * 
L ” ah 


ben the 


a Peoj ple gro and cen 5 
33 day the Senſe of Vittue, but 
even the Senſe of Shame; Who call Evil 
ſacrifice their'Realon; their tte Intereſt, the 
Peace and Proſperity of their Country, to 
85 own and their Leaders Reſentments? 
Gan iti be ed that Men Thould form 
themſelves by 
of Life for the Service of a Co 

real Worth and Merit are ſo far out af —_ 


_ Gderarion/ that che Affections and Regarde 
of che e 5 like the Favdur of 


| gry 


2 4 


Sete | 


chelate Tims: But i ot hy may wogh 
ding fin nple'by them lves, than be- 


8 ing Soples with Pads, ih er the Paſ- 


ſions of the preſent Age are not unconcern- 
el. And ſufficient — 


Diviſions of their Country: 


t 2 9. rede 1 5 42 —— — 15 . At 2 1 12 * 
3 waa * 
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ow. e er Hops are there of any 


Good Evil; anch dre prepared to | 


ac eveds and haboriousCourle 


— 6 CEO 2 
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But yet, to do Juſtice to my Subject, and 
the ſolemn Occaſion of this Day, it is ne- 
eeſſary to take one Step into the Hiſtory of * 
former Times, and to view the Worker of 


Diviſion i in its utmoſt Rage. 


I am ſenſible how difficult it is to Tpeall * 
of any thing relating to that unhappy Time 
which this Day calls to mind; and how 
hardly Truth can be horn on aby Side: Yet 


| ſhall not this diſcourage me from bearing my 


Teſtimony againſt the unnatural and barba- 
rous Treaſon of this Day, and the Acts 7 
Violence which prepared the Way for it: A 
Treaſon long 9 condemned hy 2 


lick Voice of the Nation, in the 

lemn Acts of Church and Statdd. 

I hall go on cheidfoilcariliofirate: my 
Py! by ſome Examples, which the Hi- 
ſtory e late Times affords, and which 
will 8 to the full Extent of the-Obſerva- 
tion of Ne e e divided | 
aging es If cannot fand. Fad 


To put a Stop to Innovations, to lende 


| the Errors or Abuſes in Government, to re- 


ef che People by che 


1 T8 I Sermon preached | 75 fore the 


ancient Method of preſerving the Conkitu- 
tion, and tranſmitting it fafe with all its Ad- 
8 vantages to Poſterity. But when this whol- 
ſome Phyſick came to be adminiſter d, as at 
length it did, by the Spirit of Faction and 
Diviſion, it was ſo intemperately given, that 
the Remedy inflamed the Diſtemper; and 
the — Conteſt, which began about 
the Rights of the King, and the Liberties of 
the ire. ended fatally. in the neten 
of both. | 
ine Conteſt about Civil Rights was ren- 
12 der. excceding-hot.and fierce, by having 
il - iſputes and Quarrels in Religious 
under which the Nation had long 
ſoferel, incorporated with it. By this means 
Wen ens called in to animate and in- 
ame the popular Reſentments. The Ef- 
ect was ſoon felt: The Church of England. 
which had long been the Glory and — Bul- 
wark of the Reformation, fell the firſt Sa- 
_ © .erifice; and many who had ſerved long and 
| faithfully at her Alam, were driven out to 
ſeek — Bread in deſolate Places. What 


cameinthe room of the Church ſo deſtroy d, 
Time would fail me ſhould I pretend to re- 
r i * = count; 


W PMs 


N 


— — * "oh b K — "4 
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count; ſo many and 0 various were the 
Forms of Religion, which aroſe out of the 


Imaginations of Men ſet free from Govern- 
Ment. 


The Biſhop s of thoſe Days were general- 
ly inclined to ſave and ſupport the Crown. 


The Conſequence drawn from thence was, 
that Epiſcopacy itſelf . was an Virpation: 


My Meaning is not, that this Argument was 
ever uſed in the Form of Logick, to con- 
vince any Man's Judgment; but it influen- 
oed the Affections of "Thouſands, and pre- 
vailed ſo far as to exclude the Biſhops, not 
only from this Houſe, where they had ſat 
from the carlieſt Foundation of thę Monar- 
chy; but from their Churches alſo, where 


they had been receiyed and reverenced as 


Rulers and Governors, for as many Ages as 


can be counted from che Days. of the A- 


poſtles. | 
But why do 1 mention the. Excluſion of 


the Biſhops from the Houſe of Lords, when 
ſo much more fatal a Blow was given to the 
Liberties and Conſtitution of Eugland, by 
declaring the Houſe of Lords 2 to be 
Wei and excluding the Peerage, ; 


C 2 


— Sermon preached before the 


" Mare in the Legiſlature; a Right derived to 
them thro' a long Series bo Anceſtors, from 
Time immemorial. 4 
The Nobility were not 7-0 Fra the In- 
fection of thoſe Times; and yet, to their 
Honour be it remember d, That the execrable 
Fact of this Day cou'd not be carried into 
Execution, ſo long as the Peerage of Eng- 


und had any Influence in the Government. 


But when once they were removed, and this 


laſt Support of the ſinking Crown” taken 
away, 'the Crown, and'the Head that wore 


it, fell a Victim to the N 5 "deſperate | 


and mercileſs Men. io | 


It is Haid; and the Partiality 1 has for _ 
Honour of my Country makes me willingly 
repeat it; That few, very few in Compari- 


Ton, Were wicked'enough, and bold enough 
to dip their Hands in Royal Blood. But 


then; how fatal to Kingdoms is the Spirit 


et Faction and Diviſion, which cou'd in 


the” Courſe of” a few Vears throw all the 


5 Powers of. the Kingdom into the Hands of 


= 


a few d. eſpetate Men; and enable them to 


trample under Jod the Crowns and the 


IP cf Princes, tie" Rights and Honours 
8 of 


S =. 
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| — the antient Nobility, the Liberties and 
Properties of a free People, and to tear up 
the very F oundations of our once happy and 
envied Conſtitution! | 

Cou'd ' theſe Ads of Violence; ne” the 
Cauſes which: produced them, be ſuffered to 
lye quiet in Hiſtory, as ſo many*Marks to | 

point out to us thę Rocks and Shelves! on 
which our Fathers made Shipwreck, w 
their Sons might be the wiſer and the better 
for their en But if we permit their 
Paſſions. and Reſentments to deſcend on u 
if we keep the old Quarrels alive by mutual 
Reproaches and Invectives, what elſe are we 
doing, but nurſing up the Embers of that 

Fire which once conſumed theſe Kingdoms, 

and which may again burſt out into a de- 
ſtroying Flame? But "aa forbear; [and will 


ww 


=. | forebode no Evil to my 
˖ The Application FA What has been id 
1 1 natural and obvious, that were it par- 


donable to omit it on n en en Hou q 
hardly mention j. 
There is no Fleaſure in liwilgg * Fol- 
les and Diſtractions of former Times; nor 
is there any Advantage, unleſs it is inforder mf 

= 85 | * ö 


E 4 Sermon preached before the E 


better and wiſer by the — : 


5 which Hiſtory : ſets before us. In the pre- 


ſent Caſe we — — the Experience, which 


 eoft the Nation dear, to warn both Rulers 


and Subjects, how. carefully they ſhou'd a- 
void all Occaſions of Diviſion. The true 


Way to do it, is for each Side to maintain 
its own Rights, without encroaching on 
thoſe of the other: for the Conſtitution 
muſt ſuffer, whenever the Rights of the 


Cron, or the Liberties of the People are 


invaded. And tho every Briton is to be 


commended if he is fond, and may be in- 


dulged, when he is overfond- (if fuch a 
Caſe can be) of the Liberties of his Coun- 
try; yet he ought always to remember, that 
as the People have their Liberties, fo the 


King has bis Rights, which are derived from 
the fame Conſtitution, and the ſame Law, 


under which the People claim their Liber- 


ties: And indeed, the People have an Inte- 
reſt and Inheritance in the Rights of the 
Crown, which are ſo many Truſts lodged 
in the Hands of the Prince for the Defence 


| * e of io: De and to en- 


| "Han Lords, Jan. 30. I 193 >. 23 
able him the better to carry on the neceſſary 5 


Works of Government. 
To conclude: As we have a Prince? on * 
the Throne, under whoſe Government, tho 
ſome have complained, yet none have ſuf- 
fered, in the leaſt of their Rights, by any 
Act of Power; who has ſhewn himſelf not 
only careful, but even jealous for the Liber- 
ties of his People: Let us in Return yield 
him that Share in our Hearts and Affections 
which is ſo juſtly due to him; and is a Re- 
compenſe, the eaſieſt for good Subjects to 
pay, and yet the moſt . that a {food 


| F can receive. 
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Anniverſary Meeting of the Children educated in the 
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118 urſes delivered 
® © . Church in April and May, 1724, . Publiſhed 
bar ol * O the Bench Of the twWo Ho- | 
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